ACTION MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE TRINIDAD CITY COUNCIL

JANUARY 04, 2006

I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

Mayor Lin called the meeting to order at  4:01pm. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present were Councilmembers Marlow, Bowman, Heyenga, and Cuthbertson. Staff present was Chief Thrailkill.

V. CONSENT AGENDA - there was no consent agenda

VI. AGENDA ITEM 
1.   Discussion/Decision regarding the ratification of Resolution 2006-01 Declaring the Existence of a Local Emergency.
Mayor Lin described the basis and procedure for declaring an emergency. He noted that there were no negative consequences for declaring an emergency and the declaration forms the basis for cost recovery. The Council has final approval on formalizing the declaration.

The Council asked questions of the Chief and Mayor about the procedures:

Bowman asked the Chief to assess damage to public property. Thrailkill noted damage to the Marine Lab, two trails (Axel Lindgren Memorial and Van Wycke), and debris cleanup at the cemetery. 
He then asked about damage to private property. The Chief estimated $160,000 damage to private property and another $60,000 in losses to business, either in lost revenue or spoiled merchandise. These estimates will change as more reports come in. The Chief explained that we first collect damage reports to public property then compile reports of damage to private property. Private property owners may qualify for low interest loans and other funds if their damage reports are included in the records.

Cuthbertson asked why there was no Council meeting before the Mayor declared the emergency. Lin explained that with the power out there was no way to communicate with the Council. Thrailkill confirmed that state law allows the Mayor to initiate the declaration with Council confirmation within seven days.
In response to questions, Thrailkill also explained the procedure for renting a generator for the water treatment plant and that there were no generators closer than Santa Rosa. He estimated the cost of the generator at $600/day, around $2000 total.

The Chief then explained the emergency declaration process and administrative procedures following the declaration. Once the Council ratifies the Proclamation, it gets forwarded to the County. We may or may not get money from the Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA). He recommended a driving/walking tour to assess and document damage. We then declare an end to the emergency and file all claims. The basis for the procedure is the State Emergency Management System (SEMS). He stressed that the public, including business operators, must let him know of any damage.

Other comments:

1. Cuthbertson noted that many residents will want to remove unsafe trees.

2. Marlow noted the serious damage to the Axel Lindgren Memorial Trail including the loss of many steps and cables and the erosion of the bank below the missing steps. He asked if we could claim damage to the trail and Thrailkill said yes.

3. Bowman described the rocks and other debris at the harbor launcher beach and asked if that cleanup could also be claimed. Thrailkill said yes.

4. Thrailkill stressed the importance of documenting any damage and keeping a running log of reports. Damage documentation should take place first, then we can prioritize jobs to be done.

Motion (Bowman/Heyenga) to ratify Resolution 2006-01.  Passed unanimously.

VII. ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR

Andy Loveman noted that Murphy's Market and the Casino were both open since they had generators. The Chevron station needs a generator also. Thrailkill said he would contact the Chevron owners about getting a generator. Thrailkill also noted the generous help offered by the Trinidad Rancheria to businesses to keep food cold, and their offer of meal vouchers to those in need.

VIII. REQUEST FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS


Thrailkill suggested a special meeting Friday, January 6 at 12:00pm to update the Council. Mayor Lin said he would post such a meeting.

IX. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Lin adjourned the meeting at  4:56pm.
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