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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE TRINIDAD CITY COUNCIL 

 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2013 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

- Mayor Fulkerson called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.  Council members in attendance: Miller, Fulkerson, 
Davies.  Bhardwaj was absent. 

- City Staff in attendance: City Manager Karen Suiker, City Clerk Gabriel Adams, City Planner Trever Parker 
 

II.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Local Girl Scout Troop led the pledge of allegiance, and Mayor Fulkerson read Proclamation 2013-02 in honor 
of the 101st Anniversary of the Girl Scouts. 
 

III.    ADJOURNMENT TO CLOSED SESSION – No closed session scheduled. 
  

IV. RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION 
 

V. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
   Motion (Miller/Davies) to approve the agenda as written.  Passed 4-0. 
    

Discussion item 1 moved to approval of agenda.  See below for discussion record.  Resident Jack West was 
selected as Councilmember to fill the term left vacant by Maria Bauman.  Passed 3-0. 

 
VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 23, 2013 cc2 

Motion (Davies/Bhardwaj) to approve the minutes as written.  Passed 3-0. 
 

VII. COMMISSIONERS REPORTS 
  

Fulkerson
 

: HTA, Library, and RREDC reports. 

Davies
 

:  Brief RCEA report. 

VIII.     ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR  
Marie Garibedan – Arts Night 
Reminder that first Friday Arts Nights in Trinidad begin in May. 
 
Melissa Zarp  - Executive Director, Trinidad Chamber of Commerce 
Invited the public to the mixer held at the Beachcomber Café Thursday night. 
 
Patti Fleschner – Trinidad 
Announced that the founding families campaign ends March 15. 

 
 

IX.  CONSENT AGENDA  
1. Financial Status Reports for January 2012
2. 

. 
Authorize Mayor to Support a Resolution Identifying the Criteria for Joining HCAOG

3. 
. 

 Pulled for discussion.  
Letter of Support to Green Diamond Resource Company regarding Strawberry Rock Preservation. 

 City Manager Suiker explained the letter proposed to be sent to Green Diamond officials encourages them to 
work with the Trinidad Coastal Land Trust to protect and preserve the Strawberry Rock landmark and 
surrounding area. 

 
 Public comment included
 Jack Nounan – Local Environmental Activist 

:  

 We want cancellation of the timber harvest completely, and a one-mile buffer zone surrounding the Strawberry 
Rock site. 

 
  
 Abe Brower – Tree Sitter 
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 Explained the tree sit, the layout of the Strawberry Rock forest, and urged the Council to meet with Green 
Diamond and insist they not log the area. 

 
 Larry Goldberg – Trinidad Area, Rural Trinidad 
 Presented a slideshow filled with photos of the area, the proposed area to be logged, and information in favor of 

protecting the forest.  Urged the Council to ask Green Diamond to preserve Strawberry Rock and surrounding 
forests. 

  
 Erin Quinlan – Trinidad Area 
 Objects to the harvesting trees in the area and spraying chemicals in the forest.   
 
 Chad – Miscellaneous Unknown 
 Questioned Green Diamonds certifications, and urged the Council to protect Strawberry Rock 
 
 Marie Garibedian – Trinidad Area 
 I want to see Strawberry Rock protected.  I’m offering guided hikes to Strawberry Rock every Saturday if 

anyone is interested.  I will also organize a clean up of the parking lot and trailhead.  The letter that the city 
sends should include “Friends of Trinidad Forests”. 

 
 Richard Johnson – Trinidad Coastal Land Trust 
 The proposed letter should include the Trinidad “Coastal” Land Trust. 
 
 Patti Fleschner – Trinidad Area 
 Noted that Neal Ewald wrote a “my word” column in the Times-Standard on March 06 that I encourage 

everyone to read. 
 
 Jim Baker – Trinidad 
 Questions about Green Diamond offers to give the property to the Land Trust, prescriptive easements, and 

spraying chemicals in drinking watersheds. 
 
 Motion (Miller/West) to add “Friends of Trinidad Head” to the list of groups that encourage protection and 

preservation of the area, and also add “the Council urges that Green Diamond delay action on the timber 
harvest plan until there has been the opportunity for input from the impacted community.”  Passed 4-0. 

  
4. 
5. 

Supplemental Budget Amendment for Planning Services. 

6. 
Indian Gaming Grant Proposal for Scenic Drive Maintenance Funding. 
Resolution 2013-03: Updating City Signers on LAIF Investment Fund

  
. 

 
 Motion (Miller/Davies) to approve the consent agenda as submitted.  Passed 4-0. 

 
 

X. AGENDA ITEMS  
1. Discussion/Decision regarding Councilmember Appointment and Swearing in if applicable
 The City received (3) letters of interest.  One candidate pulled out at the last minute.  The remaining candidates, 

Jim Baker (311 Trinity Street) and Jack West (470 Trinity Street) briefly introduced themselves to the Council 
and public.   

. 

 
 There was no public comment. 
 
 Council comments included
 Miller:  Expressed gratitude to both candidates for putting their names in the hat for public service, and 

recommended Jack West for the position. 

:  

 
 Davies:  Agreed with Miller, and nominated Jack West. 
 
 Motion (Miller/Davies) to appoint Jack West to fulfill the term recently left vacant by Maria Bauman, through 

November 2016.  Passed 3-0.   
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2. Presentation/Acceptance of FY 2011-2012 Audit
City Manager Suiker explained that the firm of Marcello and Company, Certified Public Accountants, has 
performed the fiscal and management audit for the City of Trinidad for the past nine years.  The principal in the 
firm, Ralph Marcello, CPA, has personally performed these audits and is keenly aware of the City’s practices 
and finances.  

. 

 
Mr. Marcello will be available via telephone connection during the Council’s discussion of this item.  This is to 
save the travel costs that would be associated with an on-site visit.  Should there be sufficient concerns and/or 
questions to warrant a personal appearance before the Council, staff will make necessary arrangements for that 
to occur at a future Council meeting.   
 
Mr. Marcello is again willing to perform the audit for FY2012-13 at the same cost as the prior year ($18,000 
financial audit, $900 reimbursable expenses, $2,000 preparation of financial statements), and staff recommends 
continuation of this arrangement.  Due to Mr. Marcello’s knowledge of the city’s financial practices and methods, 
he requires minimal support from the city’s limited staff to conduct his audit.  
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Members of the council thanked Ralph Marcello and recommended the City Manager’s recommendation be 
approved.   
 
Motion (Miller/Davies) to accept the FY2012 Annual Financial Audit, and authorize the City Manager to execute 
an Audit Engagement Letter to perform the FY2012-13 audit at the same costs as the prior year.   Passed 4-0. 
 

 
3. 

City Manager Suiker explained that in April of 2012 the City adopted a resolution granting consent to the County 
of Humboldt to form the Humboldt County Tourism Business Improvement District. That District has now been 
formed, and an additional 2% is being assessed in a manner similar to the transient occupancy tax, with funds 
intended to be used to promote tourism in the area.  The Humboldt Lodging Alliance (HLA) has been working to 
develop specific procedures to implement the funding program, of which 25% will go back to the communities.  
A copy of the description of the program is included in the meeting packet, together with the proposed draft 
application. The HLA board member who will review Trinidad applications is Mike Morgan, owner of the Trinidad 
Bay Bed & Breakfast.  Mr. Morgan will be available to discuss the application process as envisioned and answer 
any questions from Council or community members.  

Presentation/Discussion regarding Community Tourism Assessment TBID program. 

 
Mike Morgan further explained the TBID program. 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Council suggested that if any member of the public have any ideas how the funding should be allocated back to 
the community, bring your proposals to Mr. Morgan. 
 
Presentation item only.  No decision was made. 

 
 

XIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

-  Meeting ended at 9:45pm. 
 
Submitted by:       Approved by: 

 
___________________      ____________________ 
Gabriel Adams       Julie Fulkerson 
City Clerk        Mayor  
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