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 MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Trinidad Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Trever Parker, City Planner 
 
DATE: October 11, 2013 
 
RE: Sprint 4G Upgrade CDP Exemption Determination Concurrence Request 
 
 
On July 31, 2013, Sprint submitted a proposal to upgrade and replace their existing equipment on 
Trinidad Head to accommodate 4G technology. The proposal was similar to one made and completed 
by Verizon last year. On August 14, 2013 the City Council gave approval as the landowner / 
leaseholder for Sprint to move forward with a permit application for the proposed changes. It was 
determined that Sprint’s original proposal would require a Coastal Development Permit (CDP). 
Therefore Sprint submitted a modified proposal on September 18, 2013 for which staff has determined 
that a CDP will not be required. This determination was made in coordination and after discussion with 
Coastal Commission staff. Staff is requesting concurrence from the Planning Commission on this 
determination. This will allow another opportunity for public input due to the controversy of making 
changes at this cellular site. The Planning Commission’s determination is appealable to the City 
Council and Coastal Commission.  
 
The currently proposed changes are summarized as follows: 

1. Removing and replacing 2 existing radio cabinets behind the existing screened fence. The new 
cabinets will be placed in the same location as the existing cabinets. No ground disturbance or 
visual changes will occur as a result.  

2. Adding 6 new Remote Radio Units (RRUs) at the base of the existing monopole behind 
existing screened fencing. No ground disturbance or visual changes will occur as a result. 

3. Adding other, minor, miscellaneous equipment inside the existing screened fencing, including a 
new fiber-optic connection to existing underground lines. No ground disturbance or visual 
changes will occur as a result. 

4. Removing an existing GPS antenna and replacing it in a lower location that will be mostly 
screened by existing fencing and cabinets.  

5. Replacing 9 existing 1” coax cables with 18 new ½” coax cables on the existing monopole. 
Although there will be more cables, because they are smaller in diameter, they will be more 
flush with the pole than the existing cables. The cables will be painted in a brown, non-
reflective, galvanizing compound that best matches the existing monopole.  

6. Remove and replace 3 existing antennas (51”x11.9”x7.1”) with 3 new antennas 
(48”x11.8”x7.9”) at the same height on the existing monopole. 

7. The project will not result in any new ground disturbance. Work will be carried out within a 
short period of time (a few days) with minimal equipment consisting of light duty trucks.  
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The current proposal described above differs from the original proposal, submitted to the City on July 
31, 2013, in several ways as follows:  

1. The concrete pad expansion for a new equipment cabinet has been eliminated, so no new 
ground disturbance will occur.  

2. The guy wire supporting the pole no longer needs to be moved.  
3. The replacement antennas, though still larger than the existing antennas, have been reduced in 

size from the original proposal.  
 
The project clearly falls under the Coastal Act and the City of Trinidad definition of development as it 
entails “…on land, in or under water, the placement or erection of any solid material or structure; 
discharge or disposal of any dredged material or of any gaseous, liquid, solid, or thermal waste; 
grading, removing, dredging, mining, or extraction of any materials; change in the density or intensity 
of use of land.” 

 
The question then becomes one of whether the project falls under any exemptions. The Coastal 
Commission adopted the “Repair, Maintenance and Utility Hookups Exclusions from Permit 
Requirements” in 1978. This document includes the following language for communication facilities 
(section II.B.2.b): “A coastal permit is not required to maintain, replace, or modify existing overhead 
facilities, including the addition of equipment and wires to existing poles or other structures, right-of-
way maintenance, and minor pole and equipment relocations. A coastal permit is not required … [for] 
work required to supply increased demand of existing customers’ facilities in order to maintain the 
existing standard of service.” It was previously determined, through a similar application from 
Verizon, that the upgrade from 3G to 4G technology is not an increase in service capacity, but falls 
under the maintenance included in this language.  
 
Section 13252 of the Coastal Act Regulations (Repair and Maintenance Activities Requiring a Permit) 
states: “The provisions of this section shall not be applicable to those activities specifically described 
in the document entitled Repair, Maintenance and Utility Hookups, adopted by the Commission on 
September 5, 1978 unless a proposed activity will have a risk of substantial adverse impact on public 
access, environmentally sensitive habitat area, wetlands or public views to the ocean.” Based on this 
language, Spint’s original proposal was deemed to be not exempt because the larger antennas had the 
potential for a substantial adverse impact on public views to the ocean.  
 
In this case, the depth of the proposed antennas has been reduced so that they only present an 0.8” 
increase in size. In addition, the proposed antennas are 3” shorter than the existing antennas. The depth 
of the antennas has less of a view impact than the height due to the mounting brackets, pole and other 
antennas that also affect the same viewing area. So even though the overall volume is still being 
increased by approximately 3.8% the actual view impact appears to decrease due to the shorter height. 
In addition, although there will be 9 more coax cables, all 18 of the cables will be half the diameter of 
the existing cables, which would also decrease their profile on the pole. For these reasons, it has been 
determined that the proposed project does not have the potential for a substantial adverse 
impact on public views, and therefore falls under the cited repair and maintenance exemption 
and will not require a Coastal Development Permit.  
 
If the Planning Commission concurs with staff’s determination, a motion could be similar to the 
following: Based on the information submitted in the application, included in this memo and public 
testimony, I move to concur with staff’s determination that the proposal is exempt from the 
requirement to obtain a Coastal Development Permit.   



 

Landlord Courtesy Notice, Project Vision 
Template version 2, revised 3.17.11, DB/WS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 18, 2013 
 
City of Trinidad 
Po Box 390 
Trinidad, CA 95570 
 
RE: Sprint modification at Trinidad Head 
 
Subject: Scope of Work Activity 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Below is a description of the proposed scope of work at the above referenced site: 

• Remove and replace existing antennas with new antennas on existing monopole (no height increase). 
Existing antennas ((3)51”x11.9”x7.1”) new antennas ( (3) 48”x11.8”x7.9”).  Antennas will be painted 
matte finish brown. 

• Add Remote Radio Units (RRU) at the base of the pole behind existing screened fencing. 
• Removing and replacing 2 existing radio cabinets behind existing screened fence. 
• Replacing (9) existing 1” coax cables with 18 (1/2”) runs of coax cabling to antennas attached flush to 

pole and painted to match. 
• Construction equipment will likely consist of light duty trucks (1-2) 
• Adding a fiber optic connection in lease area.  Lines run in existing underground conduit. 

 
 
Thank you,  
 
 
 
By: ________________________________________ 
 

Sam Savig, Streamline Engineering and Design - an authorized representative of Sprint Nextel 
8445 Sierra College Ste E 
Granite Bay, CA 95746 
sam@streamlineeng.com 
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